
Reading in Reception            

When children first come to school they learn to read by sounding out words, this is called phonics. 

For the teaching of phonics we use Jolly Phonics and the Read, Write Inc scheme. This starts off with 

the children learning letter sounds and digraphs for blending words (green words). Alongside this 

they learn to read ‘tricky words’ by sight, words which can’t be sounded out (red words).   Reading is 

all about confidence and flow.  

Read Write Inc sessions happen every day. They include: 

· Phonics – The individual sounds in reading. Children learn a new sound/s every day and repeat the 

sounds they know 

· Segmenting – Children practise using an activity called ‘Fred Fingers’ to find out how many sounds 

there are in words, listen to individual sounds and rehearse breaking down unfamiliar words  

· Blending – Children put individual sounds together to make full words  

· Spelling – Children use ‘Fred Fingers’ to help them spell words  

· Reading – Children read Ditty books that contain phonetic (green) words eg c-a-t  or  tricky (red) 

words e.g. the 

· Writing – starting with green words, labels and captions. Children then hold, write or edit a 

sentence  

This means that the children are being taught reading and writing every day as well as being read a 

whole class story at the end of the day.  

Reading at Home 

When the children are ready they will be sent home a reading book at their level with words and 

sounds they have been taught or pictures to encourage telling a story. We encourage parents to 

listen to children read, and read to them, at least 3 times a week so the children get lots of practise. 

The home reading record is sent home in partnership with the reading book for you as parents to let 

us know how they have been getting on at home. Your comments will be looked at weekly when 

reading books are changed by staff. Your child’s reading in school will be recorded in a separate 

phonics book which your teacher will be happy to share with you. Certificates can be earned for lots 

of reading! Parents can then change these books either in the classroom or the library at the end of 

the day, as often as necessary.  These books will also be changed in school but will not necessarily be 

read with an adult . If you need any help with this then please speak to your child’s class teacher.  

At home, the most important thing about reading is the experience and that your child enjoys it. If 

your child is reading, they should be able to read the text fluently – showing off what they can do. 

Praise and encouragement is really important. Reading to your child is also important as you can 

share more challenging books and they will be exposed to a wider range of vocabulary as well as 

other types of text such as magazines, road signs, online books etc. Let them read whatever they 

enjoy! 

 

 

 



The table below shows you which home reading books/book bands correlate to the RWI Ditty books:  

Ditty Book Band Oxford Reading Tree 

Stage 

Sheet 1 – 12 Pink 1 or 1+ 

Sheet13 – 42 Red 2 

Green Ditty Yellow 3 

Purple Ditty Blue 4 

Pink Ditty Green 5 

Orange Ditty Orange 6 

Yellow Ditty Turquoise 7 

Blue Ditty Purple 8 

Grey Ditty Gold 9 

  

 

  

 


