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Early Years Foundation Policy – Preschool and Reception 

 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life as well as support to achieve their full 

potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life 

chances. A secure safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides 

the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow 

up. When parents choose to use early years services they want to know the provision will 

keep their children safe and help them to thrive. The Early Years Foundation Stage is the 

framework that provides that assurance.” (Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage) 

 

This EYFS policy applies to both our Preschool (Finlay Little Learners) and Reception 

unless stated otherwise. 

 

Preschool – Finlay Little Learners 

Finlay Little Learners Preschool operates for 38 weeks of the year, 15 hours per week, 3 

hours per day where children can attend either a morning or afternoon session. Children 

are eligible for a place the term after their 3rd birthday with the aim to work as a cohort 

before they join Reception. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of 

their first year at primary school. The EYFS is based upon four themes where each of 

these themes has a clear principle outlined below: 

A Unique Child: At Finlay Community School, we believe every child is a competent learner 

from birth, who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  

Positive Relationships: We understand that children learn to be strong and independent 

when built on a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person at 

school. 

Enabling Environments: We know that the environment plays a key role in supporting and 

extending children's development and learning.  
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Learning and Development: We recognise that children develop and learn in different 

ways and at different rates. All areas of Learning and Development are equally important 

and inter-connected. The EYFS is made up of seven areas of learning: 

 PSED - Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 CL- Communication and Language 

 L - Literacy 

 M - Mathematics 

 UW - Understanding of the World 

 PD - Physical Development 

 EAD – Expressive Arts and Design 

 

These areas are equally important and depend on each other. All areas are delivered 

through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities.  

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning  

There are three characteristics of effective learning that underpin individuals learning. 

Your children will be monitored and assessed against the three main characteristics: 

 Playing and exploring 

 Active learning 

 Creating and thinking critically 

We ensure your child is given all of the opportunities to become an effective and 

motivated learner. Alongside this we use the Leuven scales (see appendix 1) to assess 

children’s well-being and involvement within the curriculum.  

 

Inclusion 

We value the diversity of individuals within the school and do not discriminate against 

children. All children at Finlay Community School are treated fairly regardless of race, 

religion, background or ability. All children and their families are valued within our school.  

We give each child every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account 

of the children’s need for a range of life experiences when planning for their learning. 

In the EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of your 

children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of children who are academically 

more able, children with special educational needs, children with disabilities, children from 

all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from 

diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

 

Safeguarding 



EYFS Policy  
Written by: Jennifer Locke & Jemma Watson  
Date: 12.03.202  
Review Date: March 20202  
 

It is important to us that all children in our school are safe. We aim to educate children on 

boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide 

children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be 

allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards.  

We aim to protect the physical and psychological well being of all children, (see our 

Safeguarding Children Policy)  

 

Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we highly 

value the contribution that parents make. Additionally, we like to celebrate the role that 

parents have played, as well as their future role, in educating their children. Therefore, we 

encourage links through: 

 Meeting the children through organised home visits. 

 Providing children with the opportunity to spend time in the learning environment 

with their teacher prior to starting at our school during our “Induction Sessions”, 

(see transition policy); 

 an ‘open door’ policy to allow parents to share important information and any queries 

they may have; 

 Offering a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration 

between school and parents. For example, fund raising days, sports day, Harvest 

Festival, Nativity and Easter,  

 Providing parents with special vouchers called ‘WOW coins’ where parents can write 

down their child’s achievements at home.  

 Two formal parents evenings per year (Autumn and Spring term) at which time the 

teacher/key worker and parent discuss the child’s progress and development; 

 An individual report sent out in the summer term; 

 Parent sessions on the teaching of phonics, reading and maths (Reception only); 

 Inviting parents and carers in to share a special persons lunch with their child; 

 Online assessment tool to share children’s achievements in school and at home.  

                           

Observation, Assessment and Planning 

Planning within the EYFS for Reception consists of; a weekly Phonics and Maths plan, a 

weekly Continuous Provision Plan and a termly Theme plan. All planning is annotated and 

highlighted weekly in order to be evaluated, thus informing planning for the following 

week. 

 The weekly plan for Phonics follows a combination of Jolly Phonics and the Read, 

Write, Inc (RWI) structure and forms the basis of teaching children to read and 

write.  
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 The weekly plan for Maths indicates the differentiated, main teaching activity and 

subsequent small group/independent activities that are linked to the learning taking 

place. 

 The Continuous Provision Plan highlights focus curriculum areas for the week that 

are specific to the needs of the children. It then indicates the resources that will 

be provided to support development in these areas and covers individual interests to 

develop a love for learning. (Preschool and Reception) 

 Whole cohort learning journey through our online Tapestry tool which hightlights 

the learning opportunities which have been covered during the week alongside 

observations and photographs. It also identifies ‘Next Steps’ to inform future 

planning, this is completed weekly. 

Key Person approach 

Finlay Little Learners has two Key Workers in session who take responsibility for their key 

group. Their responsibilities include: 

 Supporting the transition of the children as they start Preschool 

 Building relationships with parents/carers 

 Responding to the individual needs of children in their key group, in particular those 

who may have Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEND) 

 Plan relevant learning opportunities and assess their impact, including next steps 

 Where applicable for SEND children, ensuring MyPlan books are kept up to date 

 Communicating regularly with parents/carers about their child’s progress 

 

Planning 

Preschool staff plan for opportunities within the prime areas, the four specific areas of 

learning and then any necessary specific areas of the EYFS curriculum. Opportunities are 

planned to meet group and specific individual needs, principally led by the interests of the 

children, reflected within the classroom. See appendix 3 for examples of planning.  

 

Prime Areas of learning: 

o Communication and Language 

o Physical development 

o Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Specific Areas of learning: 

o Literacy 

o Maths 

o Understanding the World 

o Expressive Arts and Design 
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Assessment 

We make regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure 

that future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of 

observation, and this involves the teacher and other adults as appropriate. These 

observations are recorded in children’s individual ‘Learning Journey’ booklets. Tapestry 

tracker is used at four assessment points during the year to indicate attainment and 

measure progress (On entry, Term 2, Term 4 and Term 6). Alongside this in Reception, 

regular phonics and maths assessments take place in order to ensure the children are 

grouped appropriately and the areas of focus are appropriately matched to their ability. 

In Reception, all of the information and evidence collected throughout the year is used to 

make a judgement as to whether a child is emerging, expected or exceeding in all 17 Early 

Learning Goals (ELGs) at the end of the year. This information is then passed on to the 

Year 1 teacher to create a smooth transition into Key Stage 1 and, where necessary, 

children in Year 1 are still assessed against the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) in the first 

term.  

 
 

 

 

In Preschool, all of the information and evidence collected throughout the year is used to 

make a judgement of the age bands in which the children are working. This information is 

then passed on to the Reception teacher to ensure a smooth transition through the EYFS.  
 

 

 

The Learning Environment 

 

The learning environment evolves and changes with the children’s interests. In addition to 

this, teachers use assessment and observation information to tailor the environment to 

any specific curriculum areas that require development, as indicated on the Continuous 

Provision Plan. The EYFS learning environment is organised to allow children to explore and 

learn securely and safely. There are areas where the children can be active, work quietly 

and rest. The children have ‘free flow’ between the two reception classrooms, shared area 

and the learning garden. The environment is set up in learning areas, where children are 

able to find and locate equipment and resources independently. Continuous Provision in our 

classrooms is highly planned to ensure children can learn independently in the absence of 

adult direction, as well as working alongside our experienced staff team. Elements of 

provision for the EYFS curriculum areas can be assessed in all areas of the classroom 

which allows for more opportunities for learning. The areas are as follows: writing; maths; 

ICT; creative; construction; small world (dolls house, train set etc), reading; art; fine-
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motor (playdough, clay, play foam), and music. The outdoor area gives the children 

opportunity to explore, using their senses and be physically active and exuberant.   

                                          

 

Play  

Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and pre-occupations. 

Through play, children learn at their highest level. They explore and build upon learning 

experiences, which help them make sense of the world. Children have the opportunity to 

think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with 

others as they investigate and solve problems. During this time children are able to 

express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.  

 

At Finlay Community School, we promote independence, excitement and a love of learning. 

We know that if children enjoy coming to school they will succeed. All learning carried out 

in Reception classes prepares your child for entering Year 1 a confident, happy and 

independent child. 
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Behaviour 

 

In Reception and Finlay Little Learners, we strongly believe in modelling and teaching 

desired behaviours such as respecting each other and our environment, sharing, listening 

and demonstrating polite manners. Collectively, we agree on classroom rules. We use the 

following reward/sanctions systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A typical day in Reception: 

 Phonics: 

o RWI and Jolly Phonics scheme 

o Whole class session moving to small groups dependent on need and ability 

o Opportunities to explore and use taught skills independently during learning 

time, with resources prepared and supplied accordingly. 

 Break and Snack – Fruit and Milk/Water 

 Maths: 

o Whole class session moving to small groups dependent on need and ability 

o Opportunities to explore and use taught skills independently during learning 

time, with resources prepared and supplied accordingly. 

 Lunchtime 

 Afternoon sessions: 

o PE x1 a week 

o Theme: 

 Linked to theme focus for the term 

Star – What all children are working towards, any child on the 

star can then be chosen for star of the day. If required, when 

all children are on the star the class can be rewarded.  

 

Green – ‘Role Model Behaviours’. Every day all children will 

begin every day on the green circle.  

 

 

Orange  – ‘Verbal Reminder’  

 

 

Red – The children are given a 5 minute ‘time out’ from play.  
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 WOW opportunities to engage and hook the children 

 Planned and resourced activities linked to theme 

o On-going opportunities for children to use and apply skills through play and 

for the children to lead the learning through their interests 

 

 


