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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Firstly, we hope you’re all safe and well and looking after each other through this difficult time. I would 

like to say a big THANK YOU for all of your support, it really does mean so much.  

As you’re aware, the Government are aiming for schools to reopen on Monday 1st June. As a school, 

we are planning for this and we cannot wait to welcome the children back to school. However, in these 

circumstances, we have to ensure that the safety of our whole school community, is the priority.  

Here are some of the questions we’ve been asked over the last few days, hope this helps:  

Will the school definitely open on 1st June?  

This is a proposed date, which means that this could change. The Government are due to review this 

on the 28th May, then we will know if we open or not. We will communicate this via Facebook, Text 

and our school website.  

What will happen if the school doesn’t open on 1st June?  

We will continue to run Emergency Childcare for those children who are classed as vulnerable and for 

the children of key workers.  Home learning and weekly check- ins will continue as normal.  We will 

then wait for further guidance from the Government.  

Which children can attend school on 1st June?  

The Government suggested that schools should open school for Pre-School, Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 6, while also continuing to run Emergency Childcare. At Finlay this would have meant that 180 

children could return to school on 1st June.  

We have assessed the risk, and feel that 180 children back at once, would be a big jump.                        

Therefore, we have decided that on the 1st June, we will welcome Reception & Year 1 back to school. 

We feel that this is manageable.  

If this goes well, and we feel we can keep our children and staff safe, we will then welcome Year 6 & 

Pre -School into school on 8th June.  

Emergency Childcare will continue to run as normal.  

What will the school day look like?  

All children will be allocated a ‘bubble’. There will be a limit of 15 children per bubble, with two 

members of staff.  Where possible, we have allocated a familiar adult to each bubble. This should help 

reassure the children. In each bubble, there will be children from your child’s year group.  

 

 

 



What will my child be taught?  

This will have to suit the needs of the children, and we will adapt as time goes on.  To begin with we 

want the children to feel safe and secure in school, as it will be different to how they remember it. In 

addition to this, some children may find setting back into routine a bit trickier than others. Time will 

be spent on behaviour expectations in and around school and establishing some of our new school 

rules, in order to keep each other safe.  

Once children are ready, we will move on to our core subjects of maths, literacy and theme. Where 

possible the children will be taught outside in the fresh air.  

Will my child see/be able to play with other children?  

Children will stay in their ‘bubble’. They will be able to play with these children, and will be able to 

play outside. They will not be able to play with children from another bubble. When in school, children 

will have to stay in their classroom and not go to other areas in school. We will take the children 

outside, as much as possible. Each bubble will also have their own set of toys and playground 

equipment. We will have to close all of the climbing frames and play equipment on the playground.  

What will the days/timings be?  

To begin with, we will be opening school from 9am – 1pm, Monday - Thursday. We have made the 

decision to reduce the amount of time spent in school, to support the children’s well-being. Due to 

having to stay in one classroom for the day, we felt it was appropriate to shorten the day, as part of 

their transition back into school. If all goes to plan, and the children manage new routines well, we 

will increase this.  

We are closing the school on a Friday for the school to have a deep clean.  

Emergency Childcare will run from 8am – 3pm, Monday - Friday for Key Workers. As normal. 

I have children in different year groups, why can’t they all attend school on 1st June?  

On the 1st of June, we will only be able to open to Key Year Groups. The Government’s aim, is that all 

children attend school for a whole month before the end of the academic year.  

Will children have lunch in school? 

Our catering providers will be providing a packed lunch or a cooked meal for our children who are 

attending school. Food will be delivered to your child’s classroom and your child will eat in there with 

their teachers & friends. You are welcome to send your child in with a school packed lunch.  

I do not want to send my child in, but I am entitled to Free School Meals, what is going to happen?  

Children who are entitled to Free School Meals, but do not attend school, will still receive a weekly 

supermarket voucher.  

What are you doing to prevent spread of infection?  

A cleaner will be in school, all day, every day. They will be cleaning communal areas such as toilets, 

door handles and surfaces. Each classroom will have their own cleaning equipment to wash surfaces 

throughout the day. Bags & lunchboxes will be ‘washed down’ every morning. Hand washing facilities 

will be available in all classrooms and children will be encouraged to wash their hands frequently. We 

will close on a Friday for a deep clean.  



Will staff be in PPE?  

Staff are not required to wear PPE, however staff may decide to wear a mask. We will explain this to 

the children. In situations where intimate care is required, such as: changing nappies, helping a child 

who is poorly or delivering First Aid, a visor and gloves will be worn.  

How do staff feel? Are staff being supported with their concerns and safety?  

Staff have missed being in school and seeing the children, but understandably do have some concerns 

about returning to school. Our initial plan was shared with staff, and they had the opportunity to raise 

questions or concerns. By re opening the school one small step at a time, this builds confidence within 

our whole school community.  As a school we are following guidance and have completed all risk 

assessments. These have been shared with the Chair of Governors and our Local Authority Link. Some 

of our staff fall into the ‘vulnerable’ category, therefore you may not see them in person around 

school, however they are supporting other staff members and working hard behind the scenes and 

we hope it will be safe enough for them to return soon.   

What happens if someone has symptoms of COVID-19?  

If a child or an adult shows symptoms of COVID-19, they will be sent home and will have to self-isolate 

for 14 days, or until they have tested negative. If a child or adult tests positive for COVID-19, the whole 

group will be sent home and will have to self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and children over 5, are 

eligible for a COVID-19 test, if they are experiencing any of the symptoms. This will be communicated 

to parents as soon as possible.  

Can you guarantee my child will not contract COVID-19? 

We will do all we can, as always, to keep our children safe. However, we are unable to guarantee that 

your child will not contract COVID-19 while at school.  

Will social distancing measures be in place in school?  

Where possible, we will ensure social distancing measures are in place. As you can imagine, this is 

extremely difficult, especially with younger children. There will be a limit of 15 children per classroom, 

however ensuring children who are 4, 5 and 6 years old stay 2 metres apart, will sadly be almost 

impossible. In corridors around the school, we will have 2 metre markers, and one way systems.  

What will happen at pick-ups, and drop offs?  

All ‘bubbles’ will have a dedicated drop off and pick up zone, the children will be able to go straight 

into their dedicated classroom. At pick up, parents need to ensure they are following the social 

distancing guidance. We will allow children to be picked up slightly earlier, or later, to avoid busy 

times. This will change, dependant on what year groups are in. Children can walk home alone if this 

has been previously agreed. Of course, parents will be able to wash/anti bac their child’s hands at pick 

up and drop off.  Please avoid gathering on playground to socialise. The car park will remain closed.  

 

 

 

 

 



My child has attended emergency childcare, will they be able to join their ‘bubble’?  

Guidance states that the children who have are attending ‘Emergency Childcare’ will not be able to 

cross over ‘bubbles’. So for example, if a key worker required Emergency Childcare Monday & Tuesday 

from 9 – 3, but if their child didn’t require emergency childcare on a Wednesday, they wouldn’t then 

be able to join their year group bubble. This does seem difficult, however it is to avoid cross 

contamination between bubbles.  

As Emergency Childcare is available all day from 9-3, some Key Worker Children will need to remain 

in that bubble. There will be familiar adults in this bubble, who will be consistent from 1st June. We 

can risk assess each individual child and discuss with any adults who have concerns.  

If I decide not to send my children to school, what will be available for them?  

As a school, we will continue to provide online learning, in addition to this, we will also check in weekly 

with those children who are not attending school, and as always, we will be on hand to answer any 

questions that you may have.   

At the moment, it is not compulsory for children to attend school.  

When my child’s class teacher contacted me, and asked if I wanted to my child to attend school, I 

said no. Can I change my mind at a later date?  

Yes, of course. The situation is ever changing and your views as parents may change as time goes on. 

Please contact us to make arrangements for your child to return to school, as we need to ensure we 

manage numbers carefully. In addition to this, if you decide to send your child to school on the 1st 

June, and then change your mind at a later date, this isn’t an issue, all we ask is that you let us know.  

My employer has requested that I return to work, do I qualify for emergency childcare?  

The list of ‘Key Workers’ who qualify for emergency childcare, is available on the GOV website. If you 

are not on the list of ‘Key Workers’ your child will not qualify for emergency childcare and your 

employer should make suitable adjustments to support your childcare needs.  

What provision are schools offering in half term and during the summer holidays?  

Emergency Childcare will be available during half term (Tuesday - Friday). As it currently stands, we 

will not be providing Free School Meal Vouchers over half term. We haven’t been made aware of any 

plans for the summer holidays, as yet.  

My child/someone who lives in my home is clinically vulnerable or extremely clinically vulnerable, 

what should I do?  

Please contact Michelle Bryce, Family Services Manager, on 01452 530310 to discuss. If your child falls 

into one of these groups it will be strongly advised that they do not attend school.  

Who is responsible for the health and safety of pupils, staff and parents on school site?  

In response to COVID – 19 each school has a designated Local Authority Link to ask for advice and 

support around re-opening. The School’s Designated Health and Safety Officer is: Tracy Satherley. All 

risk assessments are completed alongside the Head Teacher Hannah Williams, and are shared with 

Governors and the Local Authority. We are unable to guarantee that a member of our school 

community will not contract COVID-19 while on school site.  

 



Who makes the decision if the school opens or closes?  

All guidance starts at National Level. The Department for Education have set their expectation that 

schools are to open for key year groups on the 1st of June. Following that, Local Authorities support 

individual schools in doing this in a safe way. If a Headteacher felt that the safety of children and the 

school community was being compromised, they would then contact the Local Authority to ask for 

support and change plans.  

 

A final thought……. 

Please remember, throughout all this, everyone will have different views and opinions. Some parents 

will decide not to send their children back to school and others have no choice and are dependent on 

school for childcare.  

There is no right or wrong answer, but we are all entitled to our opinion. I would encourage parents 

to make their decision based on what they feel is best for their family and their child. No judgements 

here!  

If we can do anything else to support you or if you have a question we haven’t answered, please feel 

free to contact us.  We are always here for you. 

Take Care, stay safe and be kind.  

 

 

Hannah Williams  

Head of School  

Finlay Community School  

Hannah.williams@finlay.gloucs.sch.uk  
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