
Reception 2020/21
Reception M Teacher: Miss Zaynab Moosa 

Zaynab.moosa@Finlay.gloucs.sch.uk
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Sarah Yetton 
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This year we have three reception classes, this means that there will be 20 children in each class. 
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the Finlay Family. Once again, we would like to thank you for choosing us. We appreciate how
much of an important decision this is and we are looking forward to meeting your child/children and
working with you.

As a team we have put this information pack together, we would usually invite you in to school, to share
this information with you face to face. However, due to the restrictions which are currently in place this
isn’t possible. After reading this information, if you have any questions at all, feel free to contact your
child’s class teacher, or contact the office.

Please be aware that due to COVID – 19. We are unsure if school will be open as ‘normal’ in September.
We are all hoping so, however plans may have to change.

On our website you will find our most up to date information, and don’t forget to follow our school
Facebook page.

We are looking forward to meeting you all.

Kind Regards 

Mrs Hannah Williams (Head of School) 

Mrs Jennifer Locke (EYFS Lead) 



Week 1
Tuesday 1st September: INSET DAY 
Wednesday 2nd September: INSET DAY 

Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September 

On Thursday & Friday we will be arranging home visits. 

If restrictions due to COVID-19 mean we are unable 
to do this, we will organise a ‘Zoom’  with every family. 

Week 2 
Commencing 7th September 2020 

Each child will be allocated a morning or afternoon 
session. 

Morning Session : 9:15 – 11:00

Afternoon Session: 1:15 – 3:00 

(If your child requires a space in breakfast club from the 7th

September, please contact your child’s class teacher) 

Week 3 
Commencing 14th September 

Monday - Friday 
9 – 12.45  with lunch
Drop off at classroom 
Collect from Office (staggered) 

21st September onwards All full time – drop and collect from classroom. 

We are hoping that by September school will be running as ‘normal’. 
If that is the case, we will be following the structure below: 

Starting School……



As part of the transition process we encourage
parents/carers to allow the Reception staff to visit the
children at home. This not only allows us to spend time
with you and your child in a setting in which they feel
comfortable, but also gives you the opportunity to speak
to your child’s teacher and ask them any questions.
Home visits will take place during the week of the 2nd
September, your child’s class teacher will be in touch to
arrange a date.

Home Visits



• We encourage all children to wear uniform at all times

• If you need to buy uniform then it can be found online via
MYCLOTHING.COM or from the Trutex Uniform Shop on Northgate
Street, Gloucester.

• PE kit should be black shorts, white t-shirt and daps or trainers. We
politely ask that all uniform (including shoes) is named as this makes
finding and returning misplaced uniform a lot easier

• Book bags can also be purchased form the Trutex shop.

Current guidance suggests children have clean clothes, everyday. Therefore children
attending school are not required to wear uniform at the moment. Please do not worry if
uniform us unavailable or in short supply. This isn’t something parents need to be
worrying about.This can all be sorted at a later date.

Uniform



• Your child will be provided with a piece of fruit each day. If you
wish to provide your own healthy snack (such as fruit, crackers,
cheese, cereal bars, yogurt) please place in a labelled
container/bag. If you are sending grapes, please ensure they are
cut in half.

Milk

• Milk is provided free of charge for those under 5. If you would like
your child to continue to have milk after they turn 5, contact the
office who will be able to help.

• Water Bottles. Please provide your child with a water bottle that is
clearly labelled with their name.

Snack



• We ask all parents to apply for Free School Meals 

Please follow the link below: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-transport-and-free-school-
meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/ 

• Class Catering are our school catering providers. 

An example of a daily menu:
• Option A: Beef lasagne, vegetables and garlic bread
• Option B: Macaroni cheese, vegetables and garlic bread
• Option C: Jacket potato with cheese, beans or tuna
• Option D: Cheese, Ham or Tuna sandwich

• Menus will be available for you and your child to discuss which choices they would like. 
During registration, your child will choose which dinner option they would like that day. 

• If you wish for your child to have a packed lunch then you can provide this. 

• Please indicate if your child has any specific dietary requirements on the Admission Forms. 

Lunches

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-transport-and-free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/


• Reception children will be offered the chance to join breakfast club as of
September. This starts at 8am and will cost £2 per day. Admission forms
can be collected from the school office.

• After School clubs will be available from January. We feel that it is
important for the children to settle in to the school routine before these
After School clubs are offered.

• We do offer some holiday clubs using outside agencies, at both Coney
Hill and Finlay. Details of these are sent out prior to each holiday.

Clubs



We encourage independence at school, if your child can do the following
things it will help them to feel confident when at school;

1. Take off my coat and hang it on a peg.

2. Put on my coat and fasten the zip.

3. Use a knife & fork.

4. Use & flush the toilet.

5. Wash & dry my hands.

Getting prepared



Parent Phonic & Math Sessions
In September, we will offer open sessions for parents.

This will provide parents with the opportunity to find out
how they can best support their children’s learning at
home.

We will share the resources we use, and you’ll have the
opportunity to ask any questions that you may have.

Parent Information



Please be aware we have limited parking available at school.
For reasons of health and safety:
• No dogs are allowed in the school grounds.
• In accordance with legislation, the County Council allows
no smoking or vaping in any part of the building or on school
grounds.
• Children’s bicycles/scooters should be placed in the
shelter (located at the front of the school) or in a scooter pod
(located in the middle playground). Bicycles should be
pushed, not cycled in school grounds. It is strongly
recommended that children wear a cycle helmet if cycling to
school.

School Premises 



Getting to know your child.
‘All About Me’ 

• We want to find out as much about your child as possible. Please
could you help your child to complete the ‘All About Me’ booklet
by allowing them to draw pictures or marks in each section and
jot down what they say about the topic. Don’t worry, we do not
expect it to be neat and tidy! This will just help us to support
their transition in September.

• We use WOW vouchers to celebrate achievements outside
of school. Please feel free to complete a couple over the
Summer and return in September so we can display it in the
classroom.
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