
 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Policy 

School Ethos: 
Our aim is to create a happy, caring, inspiring and challenging environment where children feel 
secure to approach new experiences both in and out of school, so they enjoy learning, achieve their 
full potential and develop ambition. 

We aim to help our children be ready to meet the demands of the 21st century so that the skills they 
learn will be helpful for the rest of their lives! 

Following its introduction in September 2014, Finlay Community School follows the new National 

Curriculum.  We aim to ensure that our new curriculum is unique to Finlay Community School in that 

it is specifically tailored towards the needs and interests of the children.  Through the curriculum, we 

aim to prepare pupils for the opportunities, experiences and responsibilities of adult life and to lay a 

firm foundation for future learning.  We seek to provide a broad, balanced differentiated curriculum 

and offer a wide range of exciting, challenging activities and experiences to all pupils irrespective of 

ability, background, ethnic origin or gender. We teach through a variety of themes which provide; 

experiences and trips for the children, putting learning into a purposeful context, often with an 

outcome and focused on teaching the children the National Curriculum skills for their year group. 

Opportunities are planned to cater for a range of different learning styles to ensure that all children 

can access the curriculum and learn in a way that is best for them.  

Theme Overviews for parents provide an overview of learning for the term and also include ideas for 

homework linked to the learning taking place in school.  We encourage and celebrate any work that 

children complete at home, either through show-and-tell or displays in their classroom. 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

In the Foundation Stage, a variety of structured play and practical activities are planned to help 

children develop in the following three prime areas of learning: 

1.Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

2.Communication and Language 

3.Physical Development 

The framework can be found here Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) – Schools 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/improving-the-quality-and-range-of-education-and-

childcare-from-birth-to-5-years/supporting-pages/early-years-foundation-stage).   



Teachers plan learning opportunities to cover all areas of the EYFS curriculum, however, all the 

learning that takes place in Reception is taken from the interests and needs of the children. Children 

also receive daily teaching input for maths and phonics. 

Key Stage 1 and 2 

In Key Stage 1and Key Stage 2 children have daily English Lessons (Writing and Reading) and Maths 

Lessons.  

Year 1 continues with the teaching of phonics from EYFS and progressing to formalised writing and 

reading lessons, including the teaching of Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. Year 2 are taught 

Maths, Reading and Writing every-day, including Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar.  

Reading – The children are taught and listened to read every day by either a teacher or TA. The 

teaching of reading focuses upon the skills of comprehension, read and respond and developing 

fluency of reading.  

Writing - Writing is taught through a topic-based approach, as much as possible, in order to provide 

purpose and audience for the children. Grammatical accuracy is embedded in the teaching of writing 

but also as a discrete element of the English curriculum. Children are provided with a WAGOLL 

(What A Good One Looks Like) and Success Criteria to support the writing process.  

Maths - The new Mathematics curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils become fluent in the 

fundamental of Mathematics including the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and 

accurately.  Children at Finlay are taught to reason mathematically, solve problems and apply their 

mathematical skills in a variety of real life contexts. Daily Maths teaching focuses upon all of these 

elements, with additional input given to times tables and rapid recall of mental methods. 

In addition to English and Mathematics, children are taught to develop their skills, understanding 

and creativity in Science, Computing, History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, Art, Physical 

Education and Religious Education (which is based on the locally agreed syllabus).  Additionally, 

Spanish is taught from Year 3 onwards. An external music teacher provides violin and recorder 

lessons on a rolling programme in KS2. We are also part of the Gloucester School Sports Network 

which enables us to access specialist coaching and teaching for a range of PE activities, for example, 

Zumba, Archery and Gymnastics. We also take part in a wide range of inter-school, competitive 

events in a range of sports. 

PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education) forms an integral part of the curriculum at 

Finlay Community School.  It helps to give pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding they need 

to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and to become informed, active, responsible citizens, 

whilst promoting British values. Lessons may be taught separately to the rest of the curriculum; 

however elements of PSHCE are incorporated into all areas of the curriculum.  All members of staff 

are committed to encouraging in the children an understanding of right and wrong and to take 

responsibility for their own behaviour. The children are involved within the development and review 

of our behaviour policy and systems in school in order to ensure they engage with them fully. 

Children are taught about the community in which they live and are encouraged to work in co-

operation with other members of the school community.  Supporting charities, both local and 

further afield, is encouraged.  All children are expected to undertake appropriate responsibilities 



within the class and school, e.g. caring for the classroom environment, participating in class 

assemblies and participating in out of school activities. 

Home Learning  

Home learning is used to extend school learning and also encourages children as they get older to 

develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study on their own.  It provides opportunities 

for parents and pupils to work together and to enjoy learning experiences. For more information and 

detail, please see our Homework policy. 

Extra-curricular clubs 

We are very proud of the wide range of extra-curricular clubs we are able to offer at Greatfield Park 

Primary. These are run after school and at lunch times and are all well attended. Most clubs are run 

by our dedicated teachers and teaching assistants but we also have some clubs run by exte rnal 

coaches, for which there is sometimes a small fee. 

Clubs which have been available in the past have included: 

Choir, drama club, cookery, football, netball, chess, craft club, multi-ball skills, story club, recorder 

club, Library, tag rugby. 

Home-school links 

We strongly believe that the education of the children is a partnership between children, staff and 

parents.  In order to aid this partnership, we offer an open-door policy where parents are welcome 

to visit school to discuss their children’s progress with staff when convenient.  Each class has two 

parents’ meetings per year and reports are sent home at the end of the summer term.  In addition to 

this, each class performs a class assembly, runs an open afternoon (Spring Term) and actively 

encourage parent helpers for trips, listening to readers or even sharing any skills that they may have.  


